
Based on a true story, MUSIC WITHIN depicts how one man helped change policies and 

attitudes toward people with disabilities. Richard Pimentel (Ron Livingston) grew up with 

an emotionally unstable mother (Rebecca De Mornay) and lost his father in a freak acci-

dent, so he turns to public speaking in school to find direction in life and seek the ap-

proval and praise he needs. After receiving insightful advice from a public speaking men-

tor (Hector Elizondo), Richard enlists in the army and serves in Vietnam. He returns with 

impaired hearing and finds it difficult to get a job. Through friendships with Art (Michael 

Sheen), who has cerebral palsy, and fellow Vietnam vets with various ailments, Richard 

finds his calling as an employment placement advocate for those with disabilities. Catch-

ing the attention of the state governor, his innovative work leads to a breakthrough op-

portunity: to write the training program for employers and government agencies to im-

prove conditions, hire, and retain employees with disabilities. His efforts ultimately result 

in the creation of the congressionally approved Americans with Disabilities Act.  
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